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Comforted exceedingly with this intelligence, he
hastens back to the city, and being sent for to ap-
pear before the king, as he expected, Pharaoh told
him the occasion of his sending for him, and how
the southsayers and wise men were puzzled and
perplexed about it, but could give him no rational
account of it.

Upon this the Arabian told the king that he was
sorry to find him, Pharaoh, made so uneasy by the
apprehensions of a thing, which though above the
reach and understanding of the magicians, had yet
in it nothing extraordinary, nothing out of the
course of nature; that there was nothing in it more
than the necessity of its own motion occasioned,
and that it had therefore no portentous import or
signification to Pharaoh, or to any of his people, or of
his dominions; and that this he might be assured of.

Then he went on, and gave the king an account
of the nature of the thing, as a comet or blazing
star; and that word for word as the ancient stranger
or spirit had delivered it; and this he did too in the
audience not of Pharaoh only, but of his whole
court; and that with such a general applause, that
all the other magicians and southsayers acknow-
ledged the justice and reason of what he said, and
the king was made perfectly easy upon that account.
From whence they tell us, that the Egyptians,
though in other cases the most superstitious people
in the world, and that used formerly to be the most
concerned upon all new phenomena in the heavens,
or upon any unusual appearances, flying immediately
to the divinations, and to their southsayers, and
magicians, to interpret and account for such things
to them, are yet, ever since this discovery by the
Arabian southsayer so long ago, under no concern
at all upon the appearance of comets or blazing
stars, on any account whatsoever.

But I return to the Arabian.    It was no small